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ABSTRACT

The purpose of writing this article is to provide a long-term assessment
of Iran's trade logistics in the region and the world from 2007 to 2023,
the challenges and solutions, plans, and appropriate policies to improve
it. Iran's logistics in the region and the world not only does not have a
suitable position, but has also fallen far short of its desired status over
the period, and the development gap has continuously widened. The World
Bank’s retrospective comparative study method has been used to assess
Iran’s trade logistics performance index and its six components. This study
studies and evaluates Iran’s trade logistics performance and its six
components for biennial periods from 2007 to 2023 and presents the most
important measures and appropriate policies to improve it. The results of
the study indicate that: Iran's trade logistics performance has been weak,
volatile, and ups and downs compared to other countries in the world from
2007 to 2023; In fact, the performance of Iran's trade logistics can be
distinguished in three periods: the first period; while it dropped from
63rd to 112th place from 2007 to 2012 due to the imposition of US sanctions
and its negative political consequences, it had deteriorated sharply; the
second period; from 2012 to 2018, it had risen to 64th place and had
improved significantly with the JCPOA and appropriate rational policies.
And the third period; again, with the US government's withdrawal from the
JCPOA and the negative consequences of its economic and trade policies,
Iran's commercial logistics performance has again declined sharply to rank
126. According to the 5-point scaling of the logistics performance index
and the distribution of the scores of this index in terms of logistics
performance in 4 groups: unfavorable, partial, coordinated, and favorable,
it is concluded that Iran has improved from an average numerical value of
2.6 out of 5 from 2010 to 2.85 in 2018, and has declined again to 2.3 in
2023 (unfavorable logistics group). Currently, Iran's trade 1logistics
performance index is in the group of countries with unfavorable logistics
performance, and the improvement of the index until 2018 and a sharp decline
in 2023 indicate a completely unstable and fragile situation. Especially
with the fall of each of the six LPI indicators, Iran is among the quarter
of countries with unfavorable logistics performance - countries with the
lowest degree of development. It is suggested that by forming a national
specialized working group to improve the logistics performance index, with
serious governmental will and continuous monitoring of programs, policies,
and practical actions, attention and effort should be devoted to improving
this index and its six components.
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! Global Competitiveness Report
2 LPI: Logistics Performance Index
3 Efficiency of the customs clearance process
4 Quality of trade and transport-infrastructure
5 Ease of arranging competitively priced shipment
& Competence and quality of logistics services
7 Ability to track and trace consignment
8 Frequency with which shipments reach the consignee within the scheduled or expected delivery time
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