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Interfaith Dialogue
 Both Iran and Korea are the land of interfaith dialogue.

 Iran is the cradle of peaceful religious coexistence.

 Jews, Christians, Zoroastrians 

 Although Iran is a predominantly Muslim country, Iran 
is very active in interfaith dialogue.

 Korea is a “department store of religions.”

 Korea is a secular, but religiously plural country where 
interfaith dialogue is absolutely a must.

 No history of war due to religion.

1. Introduction



2. Religious Landscape: Iran

 Coexistence of Muslims and Religious Minorities

 About 2 percent of the total population hold 5 seats in National 
Parliament.

 Religious minorities in Iran enjoy all kinds of civil rights, the 
peak of which is the right to vote.

 Armenian Christians: 2
 Prelacies: Azerbaijan, Isfahan, Tehran

 Assyrian Christians: 1

 Jews: 1
 The largest Jewish minority in the Muslim world.

 Synagogues: Tehran, Isfahan, Shiraz, Yazd, Rafsanjan

 Zoroastrians: 1
 The 1st World Zoroastrian Congress was held in 1960 in Tehran.



2. Religious Landscape: Korea



2. Religious Landscape: Korea



3. CID and KCRP

 CID and KCRP have actively lead interfaith dialogue in both
countries.

 Since 2011, the two organizations have held an annual interfaith
dialogue seminar, with the host alternating between Iran and
Korea each year.

 CID: Center for Interreligious Dialogue
 A governmental organization under ICRO (Islamic Culture and

Relations Organization)

 KCRP: The Korean Conference of Religions for Peace
 A non-governmental organization composed of seven religions, but

supported by the Ministry of Culture, Sports, and Tourism.

 Association for Korean Native Religions, Buddhism, Chondogyo,
Confucianism, Catholic Church, Won-Buddhism, Protestant
Church











4. Religion and Tourism

 Both countries enjoy the presence of religious-cultural heritage sites.
 Tourism can promote and protect them.
 Iran

 Iran has fascinating Islamic heritage sites all across the country.
 A need to develop programs designed to introduce the religious-cultural history

of Islam in Iran, including interfaith visits.
 Korean Christians love to visit places mentioned in the Bible.

 Particularly Kurosh-e Bozorg in Shiraz
 Esther and Mordechai in Hamadan
 Chogha Zanbil Ziggurat

 Armenian and Assyrian churches, Zoroastrian temples, Jewish synagogues are
all interesting places to visit.

 Korea
 Interfaith Harmony Festival
 Buddhist Temples, Temple-Stay Programs
 Confucian Academies
 Megachurches



For Long-Lasting Friendship

 Balancing economy-first relations with cultural 
cooperation 

 “In human life, economics goes together with culture.”

 Appreciating cultural heritage through translation and 
tourism

 To broaden cultural and intellectual horizons, cultural 
and literary works should be translated in both 
languages.

 Let’s Talk More on Culture and Life!

5. Suggestions
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